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Coming to Festival?
Feed and Bedding Contact Phone
Number has been Changed:
For those of you coming to Festival, please take a minute and

make a change to your Gold Book.

The ‘Feed and Bedding’ phone number is listed incorrectly (top
of page 3) in the Gold Book. The correct phone number for

Dever, Inc., is (859) 233-9702. Devers can also be reached on

line at www.deverinc.com. 

Thanks; most of you probably made the correction a couple of

months ago when we sent out the first reminder, but Dever per-

sonnel have contacted us to say that some people are having

trouble getting through to their office.

International Exchange Activities
If you’ll be at Championships, be sure to set aside Friday afternoon and evening to watch the

International Exchange competitions.

The Inter-Pacific Exchange will hold a Nations’ Cup competition at 2:00 p.m. Friday, July 27th, in the

Johnson Arena. Riders from Australia, Canada, Hong Kong, New Zealand and the USA will ride two

rounds of Show Jumping on borrowed horses. You’ll see some great horsemanship!

Later Friday evening, the International Games competition will be held in the Indoor Arena. Come and

cheer for your favorites as teams from Australia, Canada, Great Britain and the USA will vie for top

honors, beginning at 6:30 p.m.

The International Quiz competition will take place during Championships as well. While Quiz is not

open to spectators, we wish all the teams – Canada, Great Britain and the USA – good luck!

Numerous non-competitive social activities are planned for the International members as well, so

everyone should go home with fantastic memories of Festival 2007!
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Planning to Camp While at Festival?
Make Your Reservations Directly with the Kentucky Horse Park:

http://kentuckystateparks.reserveamerica.com/jsp/search/simple_search.jsp …or call 1-888-459-7275

and make reservations.

Deadline for Educational Programs:
Please let your members know that entries for the educational programs for Festival MUST be

postmarked by July 13th. The registration deadline is July 6th (postmark), but late entries will be

accepted up until July 13th (postmark) with a late fee of $50. Entries received postmarked later than

July 13th will be returned and participants will have to register on site.

Important Message about Highway Detour in Kentucky:
Highway construction on I-64 is resulting on lane closures along the riverfront in downtown Louisville.

This may affect travel to Festival for those who travel I-64 to Lexington through Louisville from the

west.

Contact http://restore64.ky.gov/ for more information about the road closure. Folks traveling I-64 east

through southern Indiana might want to take the I-265 exit (it only goes east) at mile marker 121. This

exit is from the left lane and goes east to I-65. Take I-65 south and pick up I-64 east again at the end

of the Kennedy Bridge.

An alternate route is to stay on I-64 across the Sherman- Minton bridge in New Albany and take I-264

east at the end of the bridge. I-264 (aka the Watterson Expressway) rejoin I-64 east bound. The I-265

route will be open road all the way. I-265 and I-264 together make a big loop around Louisville.

Annual Directory Changes:
Please make the following changes to your copy of the Annual
Directory:
Thephone number for Marion Miller, Virginia Region VRS, has an incorrect area code (page 103) – her

number should be 540-635-5363 instead of 840.

The USPC ‘Flash’ Teamwork Award Deadine
September 1st
Kathy Aranosian sponsors a yearly contest and perpetual trophy to encourage the kind of teamwork

generated by her club when they were writing about Flash.

A 1-1/2 page essay may be submitted by a Pony Club telling how a special equine, a special event, or

a special member or volunteer had a team-building experience on club members. A perpetual trophy,

with yearly engravings denoting the winning Pony Club, is on display at the USPC National Office. A

keepsake trophy will be awarded to the club at the Meeting of the Corporation, held at the Annual

Meeting.
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The deadline for entries is September 1st. Entries will be reviewed and the winner selected by October

1st. The winning entry will be published in the winter issue USPC News, with a photo of club members
if provided.

Please mail essays, along with a photo of the club, the event, the pony, or the special honoree, to:

Editor, USPC News, 4041 Iron Works Parkway, Lexington, KY 40511. Entries must be postmarked by

September 1st each year.

Traveling with Your Horse this Summer?
The following information is courtesy Hagyard Equine Medical Institute, one of the sponsors of
Festival 2007. Dr. Smith offers some excellent advice for f amilies hauling horses long distances this
summer.

Traveling with your horse or pony to any event can be an exciting, rewarding experience. It can also

evolve into a catastrophe with a sick or dead horse. Much of the success in keeping your horse or pony

healthy depends on the preparation for that trip, some of which needs to start well ahead of time.

We will discuss when to start preparing and what preventative medicine you can prepare with, the

weather, feed or nutrition, and what to take along for first aid. Is your trip long or short? What is your

horse’s disposition when trailering? When do you start preparing for the trip? Loading in a trailer

should start at a young age, if possible so you are not disgusted when your pony won’t load at the last

minute before your trip. The things that we will discuss today take a much shorter time, but with

vaccinations it may be several months.

Preventative medicine is always easier and cheaper than treating a disease. Thus, start with proper

vaccinations. Always talk with your veterinarian because every situation can be a little different. Check

with the show secretary on requirements within the state and what is required by the show grounds.

Here are some general recommendations that should apply in most situations to protect you and your

horse or pony.

Vaccinations should be done far enough in advance to provide protection and not to interfere with

traveling. Sometimes a dose of a vaccination may result in a low grade fever for several days after

being vaccinated. This would not be a good time to travel. In addition, most vaccines are not going to

provide protection for several weeks after it has been given. If your pony has not received a vaccine

before, it may require 1 or 2 additional shots, or boosters, for good coverage from these diseases.

Ponies and horses need to be protected against the diseases they are most likely to come in contact with

in the course of their travel. At shows, trail rides, etc, the most likely disease they will come in contact

with are upper respiratory infections, which can be contagious.

Here is what I would consider on a list for a horse or pony that will be traveling. These vaccines will

need to be administered several weeks before traveling.

• Influenza: the modified live vaccine has been shown to be the best for competition

horses.

• Rhinomune (Herpes Virus): the modified live vaccines are also recommended for

maximum protection (especially this year following outbreaks).

• West Nile: vaccinate before mosquito season. Check with your veterinarian when the
mosquito population appears in your area.
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• Eastern and Western Encephalomyelitis: vaccinate before mosquito season as well. If in

the Deep South, I would recommend a booster in the fall.

• Tetanus: although not contagious the tetanus organism may be any place and you want

your horse to be protected against this terrible disease.

• Although rabies doesn’t often occur in horses, it is a preventable threat with a simple

vaccine. Though rare in horses, rabies results in certain death.

There is some indication that immuno regulators may be of value in combating the stress of travel and

boosting your pony’s immunity. Horses and ponies tend to have

difficulty passing manure or becoming impacted when traveling, particularly if they have not been on

good pasture. We use mineral oil to prevent impactions for horses traveling over long distances by

inserting a naso gastric tube through the nose and into the stomach. Talk to your veterinarian ahead of

time to see if this is something they recommend. You may also want to ask about the use of electrolytes

before traveling.

When your horse or pony returns home from a show, remember that he or she could be carrying a

disease that hasn’t shown signs or symptoms. It is important to keep the traveling horse or pony away

from the rest of the herd for at least three weeks, if possible, to prevent the spread of any disease they

may have picked up on the way home.

Horses are creatures of habit and do better when there isn’t a dramatic change in their diet. In fact,

dramatic changes to a horse’s diet can interfere with digestion and cause colic. Forage is their natural

diet, consisting of grass and hay. Monitoring their forage and concentrate similar to that fed at home

will help keep your horse or pony healthy. Concentrate should be balanced and ideally contain plenty

of fiber. The forage will probably be hay and should be of top quality. Never feed your horse moldy
hay. The hay should be grass or a grass/ legume mixture. Bring both hay and concentrate from home

when possible. This keeps your pony’s diet consistent with what they are use to.

Be sure to provide your horse or pony with plenty of fresh water. To encourage drinking for the fickle

horse, try adding jello to the mixture to cover up the new taste of water in a different surrounding. Make

sure to test the jello in the water before you leave! Add jello to see if they will drink the water they are

already use to.

Tranquilizers should only be used if absolutely necessary. Remember, they may be testing for certain

medications and tranquilizers. Testing positive for tranquilizers can disqualify you and your horse from

the show.

Some trailering tips I would like to add:

• Make sure your trailer is well ventilated. It is imperative for your horse or pony to get

plenty of fresh air while on the road.

• Additionally, in the cold winter months make sure you blanket your horse or pony in the

trailer if necessary.

• Horses prefer to stand in different positions in the trailer. Make sure you know how your

horse or pony rides best before you start out on a long trip. Studies have shown that

facing forward in the trailer is the worst, and have shown that heart rate, respiration rate

and temperature all go up when facing forward.
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• In one study transportation proved to use as much energy as walking. Transportation for

a horse is work.

• Horses may loose .5% of their body weight per hour during transportation.

• Weight loss persists for 3-7 days after transport.

• When taking a rest stop, wait to water your horse right before starting on the road again.

They are more likely to drink then.

It may be a good idea to carry a first aid kid. Consider taking the following:

Banamine, Tranquillizer, Topical antibiotic ointment, Betadine scrub, Cotton/gauze, Bandages, Wound

cream, Disposable gloves.

On arrival, let your pony rest or if he is anxious, take him on a short walk. Exam him carefully and

thoroughly. Wait a few minutes after arrival and take his temperature to make sure it is within normal

limits.

Health and shipping requirements

Talk to your veterinarian well in advance Coggins test- coggins are good for one year. This is a test

to see if a horse tests positive for EIA or equine infectious anemia. Make sure that you have the test

pulled well in advance before leaving. Most states require a current coggins to enter the state and the

show grounds. Additionally, you may be required to show a health certificate to travel across state.

Health papers are usually good for thirty days. In certain circumstances, there may be special

requirements because of disease outbreaks. Make sure to verify any health requirements in the states

you will be traveling through.

Dr. Jim Smith

Hagyard Equine Medical Institute

Update on the Riding Center Program
Facts and Figures (as of June 1, 2007)

• 20 Recognized centers

• 6 just recognized in May

• 11 are up and functioning with members

• 14 Regions have a center(s)

• 196 Youth members through the centers

Questions about the USPC Riding Centers Program? Contact Aileen Gordon in the Membership and

Regional Administration department has been working with the Committee on the establishment of the

Riding Center Program. Questions, concerns, feedback or comments can be directed to her at 859/254-

7669, ext. 231, or aileen@ponyclub.org. No questions or concern is too small - feel free to contact her

whenever something comes up!
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