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USPC Announces Foxhunting Writing Winners 

June 6, 2016 (Lexington, KY) – The United States Pony Clubs, Inc. has announced the winners 

of the Hildegard Neill Ritchie Foxhunting Writing Contest. 

 

This contest is open to all D and C certified Pony Club members, whether they have hunted or 

not. The entry may be a short story, poem, song or essay on any aspect of foxhunting. The top 

three authors will receive cash prizes (1st: $200, 2nd: $100, 3rd: $50) to be spent on foxhunting 

dues, hunt capping fees, Pony Club camp or anything related to these activities. 

  

USPC is pleased to have the contest judged by Nancy Ambrosiano, former USPC Foxhunting 

Committee chair and a Pony Club graduate, Mary Pierson, a lifelong Pony Club supporter and 

Norman Fine, creator of Foxhunting Life with Horses and Hound.  As always the entries were 

wonderful and the judges had a hard time making their final decisions.  After significant 

deliberation the results were:  

First Place:  Lauren Rogers, a 24 year-old, C-1 member from Greeneville Foothills Pony Club, 

in the Carolina Region with “What Are We Doing Today” 

Second Place:  Libby Nelson, a 10 year-old, D-2 member from De La Brooke Pony Club, in the 

Maryland Region with “The Hunt” 

Tied for Third Place:  Brianna Rhodes, a 24 year-old, C-1 member from Kuenzi Equestrian 

Center Pony Club Riding Center, in the Lake Shore Region with “We’re Off Again” and 

MacKenzie Saunders, a 10 year-old, D-2 member from The Arapahoe Hunt Pony Club, in the 

Rocky Mountain Region with “Closing Hunt” 

“What fun! I truly enjoyed reading the very creative efforts of both the hunting and ‘wish to be 

hunting’ members who entered the contest this year.  I think having so many entries is a clear 

indication that Foxhunting remains healthy in Pony Club” said judge Pierson.  
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The contest award is from a memorial fund established by friends of Mrs. Ritchie, who was a 

long-time Pony Club supporter and volunteer. She founded the Colorado Springs Pony Club in 

1958 and was its District Commissioner for 30 years. She was Regional Supervisor of the 

Colorado (now Rocky Mountain) Region for 12 years and hosted regional Pony Club camps on 

her ranch for 20 plus years. She served several terms as a USPC Governor and received the 

USPC Founders Award in 1989. 

About Pony Club - The United States Pony Clubs, Inc. (Pony Club) was founded in 1954 as a 

nonprofit national youth organization to teach riding and horsemanship through a formal 

educational program. There are approximately 9,000 Pony Club members in over 600 clubs and 

riding centers throughout the country. Many of the nation’s top equestrians, including several of 

our Olympic team members, business professionals, government leaders and career military 

officers, have roots in Pony Club. Youth members range in age from as young as 4 through age 

25. Pony Club also offers educational opportunities to a growing number of adults through 

Horsemasters membership.  
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